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The News.

The Cunard steamer Niagara, with oie week later
sdvici® lrom FEurope, had not reached Halifax up
to the Jate of our last despatch. She has been out
nearly filteen days from Liverpool, having sailed oo
the Tth inst. The Collins steamer Atlantic, with
datesto the 11tk is likewise almest due nt this port.
The desire to presess further intellipence with regard
%0 the progress of the Turko-lussian war, and to
agcertain the truth or fadsivy of the ramor received
by the Buropn that Minfster Sodlé tad been Killed
in a doel with the Duke de Alba, eivees the news
coming by the expected steamers fo be looked
for with a great deal of poxiety.

At cleven o'vlock last night the weather was ex,
tremely misty o the wicinity of Hul fax; butbe
tween here and Maine a terrific gale was prevailing.
At Sandy Hook it was coneidercd the heaviest of
the season, and in this city the wind blew with the
most frig htful vielence during the greatar portion of
the night. Under these oirenmstaness, it ii feared
that we shall shortly be under the disagreeable ne
cessity of recording anvther series of limentable
maritime disasters,

A terrible tornado swept over a portiin of Lhe S'ate
of Oblo ¢n Friday afternoon.  Its track was about
balf a mile in width, aud it demolished almost every
thing it encountered, The town of Brandon was al- |
most entirely destroyed.  The gale was accompi-
nicd by terrific lightning aud heavy rain, and fol
bowe d hy stuch a rapld rising of the streams of water
that the town of Miunt Vernon wad partly inan
dated. The amount of property destroyed is very
Rreat.

The rumor of the wrack of the brig Marg Jau?, near
Halitex, snd the lows of one hiondred and forty-four
persons, hag not been, and we hope will not be, co
flimed.

It wia expected thal Cordinul Dedini, the Papul
Nuucio, would bave sailed (roma this port for Liver
pool ‘u the Baltic yesterday.  Previous v her devart
ure, a% noon, alarge crowd, composed of Germans
and mmembers of the * Kuow Nothing” Club of New
York, assembled at the foot of Canal street, in order
#0 tostify, as they said, thelr diclike of his political
and offfcial careerin Italy, At the moment the ves
o] suiled w1l were in doubt as to whether Hie Ex el
Jeney was on hoard or pol-—some asserting that he
wae, whil.t others said that he would not leave hy
the steamer. At the time when the erowd separated
they were all in doutit. A despateh from Baltimore
shates that M. Bedini is there, and will preach in the
cathedral today. As his name = not on the st of
passengers by the Bultic the telegrapbic rapor: s no
doubt correct.

The fioal meeting of the morchants of this
wpon the subjeot of the San Pranciseo calami'y
place yesterdny afternoon. It will be scen, liy the
detsiled Jist clsewhere published, that the total
amount of funds raized for the porpose of rewurdin:
the rescaers of the people on board the nofortunate
steamer, &o., was seventeen thousand and dtghty-tao
doilare, which sum, or it equivalent
plate or medals, is to be distributed awong the ofli
cors and crewsof tie Three Nolls, the Kiluy, the
Antarctic, and the Loy Thompson: alsa, Capt
kirve, and the firet and second officnrs
peer of the Ban Franelsco, Lien'. Murray of the navy,
Bergeant Brown aud others.  In addition, six thoo- [
sand dollars have already beeu mised in Bosion, and |
rubscriptions are also in cirealation in Philadelphiy
and Baltimore, so that by the time the various
lists are closed the totzl amount will probably
rench thirty or thirty-five thousand dollars, all of
which s to be expended in honoring and rmaneras
Ing the brave men who so uobly exerted themselves
in behali of their sufering fellow beinga,

Our Washipgton corzespondent writee that the
most intense excitement prevails pmong Congress
men concerning the Nebrasks territorial ill. This
measure has already produced a fecliog very similar
to that which existed duriog the disonssion of the
ecompromises in 1850, and the greatest anxiety exiia
to know what will be the result of the coutroversy.
Members are fast falling fnto ravk on this question,
The Eouthern sceessionists and Northern free soilers
are dramming up their forees, nnd before the close of
the sepsion we are likely to see a warfare raging at
the capital with a flercencss unparalleied in the his
tory of the nation, While upon this suhjeet, let us
revommend o el and csreful perussl of the remin.
mcences elsewhere published of the Ilate John C,
Calboun, as farcished by his private secretary, Mr
Beoville. These sketches of the opinions of the il
Joerrious stitesmuan nre exceedicgly apropos al the
present time.

Mr. Bodisco, the Russian minister, is reported to
be dangerenely ill st Washington, 1tis thooght tha
he cannot recover,

In ad fition to a variety of Washington news and
other entertainiog Sunday reading, we publish no-
other chapter on “Bociety and Politics at Washing
ton by the man who nominated Frank Pierce”
There is & peculiar veio of quaint morality pervading
the dry humor of these curious Mfeliks sketches toat
tends to make them acceptable to all classes, and
especinlly to those politicians who may happen to be
plously inclined.

Foll details of the recent news from Mex'cn, in-
eluding additional informution relative to Mindster
Gadeden's treaty, are given in another page. The
comments of varions of the Mexicun and New Or
leans journale, with segard 5 this project, will be
found very interesting, from the fact that they af
ford at a glance the views and opinions of wany of
the people of the two countrice coucernlng 1)y
portant matter, Mr. Gadsden is at Clarlacsy,, put
will leave for Washington to-morrow,

We have recelved Boenos Ayres files w1
December. Ths commersial summary couts
the latest number of the Argentine Puoj
sbie to the elrzalation of imported goods, aod »
s Mendily advancieg buoyancy of pabiic cr
1he approachiog electiou of a Presideat, and th

nity
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and chiel e

anxious concern ¢ the politiciane. Tt was found
tht the reports of Indiaw invasions on the m'lllem
di-tiicts were untroc,  Accounts from Montevideo
were vy unsatisfactory  The Jourals say that ao-
ot-er ¢ivil war bad broken out in that republic, and
tlat ¢ ry anized bands had crossed from Eotre Rios
to ald the 1evolutioniste.

An entire bock of buildings, with a large portion
of thelr coutents, were destroyed by fire at Roches-
tor vesterday worning, They were variously ocous
prod as hotels, diuing saloons, dry goods, grocery,
drop ard shoe stores, &c., and the total loss is esti.
mited st about ooe huudred and Aty thousand dol-
Juw, Lall of which is covered by inserance. A large
fire broke out at Castleton, Vi., at seven o'clock on
Friday uight, and was not subdwed till tea o'clock
yesterday morning. The Ioss, which is very heavy,
has not been ascertained.

Judah Touro, estimated to have been worta from
a million to & million and a ha'f of dollars, died ad
New Orlesns last Welnesday, The bolk of his
propenty is reported to have been left to dilferent
charitable institutions in that city.

A despatoh from Frie states that the rioters, on
Fridoy uight, hung in effigy Mr. Walker, the father
of the ralroad director who was maltreated by the
females on the oceasion of their turning out to tear
down the bridges some days ago. The excitement

s said to have been very great; but as the chiel
lewders of the mob seem Lo have heen ahsent, attend-
ing the trial of their bretheen at Pittsburg, the ine
turiated mass fortunately did no prrticalar damage
to person or property. The declsion of the Julge of
tbe United Btates Court ot Pittsburg was to have
bevn rendered yeslerday in the casze of the riaters
barged with contempt, but, probably owlag to the
vilerice of the pale, wi are winus our regular
destatih.

We snnex s brief Jish of a portion of the eontents
of thia doy's paper:—The bill fur the Buppression of
Intemperance, now pending in the Now York Legic-
latore: Tuvertigation of the Bedint Riot case o' Min-
cimvatls View of Rome and the Papnl Government,
Ly an Itallan lizeral; Railvoad Accidents; Letter de-
tulling the golden diseoveries in Manila; Lectures on
“Japun and Leo Choo,' by Bayard Taylor,and ¥ The
Life and Times of John Milton,” by Chrs. Matthews;
Decision relative to the Amory Estate; Obitancies of
Cupt. Partridge, Col. Johu M. Washington, snd
others; a variety of religions, politiesl, commercial,
theatrical and mizcelloneons intelligence, &e.

The Treachery of the Sorth-Ita Conse-
quences In the North,

The treschery of the Southern demoeratic
press and of the Southern democratic politi-
cinns in Cougress, to the Union gentiment of
all purties in the North, under the influrnce of
the spoilg, I8 beginning to ghape ont ite disas-
trous influences against the bharmony of the
Union. We can already understand, trom the
cemplexion of things around u:, the meagiog
of Mr. Calhoun, in his dying #pecch in the
United States Sepate. of Mareh 4, 1830, 1t 8
gimply this @ that the old danger fo the Union
still survives, that it bas jvereased, is still jn-
erensing, and that the finsl battle npon the
vitel deene of slavery, between the North and
the South, bas yet to be fonght,

It iz scarcely four yenrs ago thata largze
Lody of patriotic men of Loth the old polit® ol
porties, whigs and demoerats, met in Castle
Garden  and  adopted that bold, patriosc
ground of adjustment murked out by Heury
Clay. and which was subsequently followed

up by the co-operation of Webster, Chaes,
aud  otber Union men of both honses of
Congresg, in the passage of the compromise

mepenres, And now, after the lapse of this
briel interval, we fod =owe of the same mea
who igured in the Union counsels at Castie
Carden. and some of the same interests eon
Lining with the anti-slavery agliators, in ioclt
ing another revulsion upon this dangerous an

eritien] gquestion of Sourhern slavery. Tooy
bave joined in a eall for o public meeting at the
Taberneele in opposition to the Nebraska Terri
torial L of Senator Douglas, which proposcs
to drop the Missouri compromise line and leave

the people of the teeritiry to settle e
guestion  for  themselves. Thus the thivdg
Frnie war  belween the two sections is

= Delenda est Carthage! ™ at lenglh
beeame the war ery of the old Romaos
antl Certhnge wag destroyed.  The same soull-
ment hiag beeome the nniversal motto of the
anti-slavery socicties of the North: and where
at thin erisis. do we find the men of the South!
We lind them joined with the conlition nt Wash
ington for the spoils while the enewmy are guth-
ering round their citadel.

Now, whatever techuical terms may Do
applicd in thie Nebraska territorial  orge
luntion, it is manifeet that the apple of diseond
will hie there—mnniivet that this gloomy con-
troversy will be extended npon o broader and
decper bosis thon sey man could have dreamed

oprned

| ol ane short year ago: and equally manifist is

it that the migchief will widen and ripen, tillin
the end thiere ie an utterly inenrable alienation
Letween the Northern and Southern gections of
th's Union, 'Thie call for the mesting at the
Tobernaele s but the first lurid flash aloag the
darkening horizon—the first warning of the dis
tant thunder and the pathering elements of
sl another etorm.  And yet those of the
South deserting their faithful Northern allies,
affet to luugh ut the danger while rallying to
the genernl seramble for the spoils,

It i= now about twenty years ago that the re-
vival of the anti-slavery agitation was com-
menced. n general truee of some elght or ten
years having followed the Missonrl compromise,
This revival began first asa great moral move-
went in the North in opposition to Southera
slevery ; secondly, it assumed the character of
a religious agitation ; und lastly, its moral and
religions clements were merged in a political
revolutionary organization, or series of organi-
zotions. directly operating upon onr political
elections.  In the first stage Southern slavery
wae diccussed in ite moral aspects, and Sonth-
ern planters were sulijected to the conse-
in the social conversations al ouar
hotels and fasbiionable watering places.

Next the leaven began to rise among the va-
tious Protestant churches of the North, and the
Paptists. Methodiste, and Presbyterinns, all
felt itz effects.  They were agitated—they of the
same cburch North and South were embit.ered
aguinst ench other—the mild and holy teach-
inges of the New Testament were borne down
Ly the sectional animosities among those of
the same faith—they were rent asuader. North
awd Ecuth, and they remain divided to the pro-
gent day.

Mr. Calboun always regarded this phase of the
auti-elavery sgitation as indicating the most
imminent danger to the Union. from the gtnbboro
and reckless touacity of religious fanaticlsm,
And he wae right ; for the suceeeding phase of
thie element of diecord and disunion, merging
fte mornl und religions bearings Into political
n all eur popular eloetions was the only
rewaining step to the full developsment of the
In wll ite pheces, moral, relglous
ltionl, sueh was the active strongih of

he South, io

(uences

CONETHIAeY,

ned movement agniost 1
vur ncguiritions from Mexico, that it
by o [usion ol selfsaorificing men of

ull !.l::

el Bore of Geveral Urquiza, formed the subjects of

s Wint fpeorrection, civil war and

armed recersion, We' so arrested in the adjust-
ment ot 1850,
Following this a3jugtment we have had an
interval of rest - und quiet ; but not the rest of &
permunent vie' iory-—not the quiet of a lasting
peace. Tt he 4 heen but the repose acoorded by
& hostile arm ay until it can reunite its seattered
fureee o another nesault upon the first inviting
oecarion —it has been but the armistice made
witl an enemy that has never laid down his
arme,  The election of Gen. Plerce—a free soil
I’ resident—the conlition of a free soil secession
Cabinet, and the Holy Allianee of spoilsmen,
Cabinet, Congress and lobby combined, areral-
lying the anti-slavery forces ngain to the field in
sdvance of their own anticipations. The
Northern allies of the South being trampled
upon and diemiseed with contempt, the lust
ligament is Lroken between the two sections,
The etruggle approaches, and the South must
stand or fall alone. Let her spoils-secking po-
liticians in Congress, and her present organs of
the epoilsmen, from the Richmond Enquirer
and the Charleston Mercury down to the most
obscure weekly of the most obecure distriet of
Alabama, hie Infor the spoils. The Union men
of the North owe them no further allegiance.
They are free henceforth to take their own
course, a8 may suit best their personal, local, or
geetional interests,

Tut the weeting called at the Tabernacle, we
v pent ie orly the beginning of the great com-
hined movement in quiet process of organiza-
tion among all parties and all factions of the
North against the further extension of slavery.
The spoilsmen of the South in Congress and
the Southern orgnns of the spoilsmen will fiel
it belore (hie Nebraska bill becomes a law.
The Union democrats of New York and the
North have done their duty, Dismisged with
the lunghter derision and contempt of Southern
epoilsmen, their old alliance ceases. The fiell
is free and open for the abolitionists to enter.
The administration, Congress and the spoils-
men, are making & powerful diversion in sup-
port of a combined agsanlt upon Southern sla-
very in every measure in which the subject is
involved,  We shall have the beginniag with
this meeting at the Tabernpcle. Can the Rich-
mond Eaquirer. or the Charleston Mereury.
or any other Soutbern organ of the Washington
spolls conlition, tell ns what will be the ending !
Can they look st the present state of things and
tell us upon whom they intend to call in the
bour of danger ?

The Weshington Unlon on Spolls.

The Washington £ion is airing its con-
seience again. It denies that it is gold to lobby
ageuts, spoilstraders, and railroad monopo-
licts : swears that it does not favor them at sll.
Of course it adds, by way of sirengthening Iia
denial, that the Huravp is © polluted,” * loath-
gome,” &¢. When the Heravp informed the
public that Mr. Gadsden had concluded n treaty
with Mexieo the nion also denied it, calli 1
our statement w groes  fabrieation, and, as
neusl, threw in a little collateral abuse of our-
selvee. On  that. oceasion the truth came
(uicker upon the Cnion than it expected ; ere
ite conphatic denial was ten days old it was
forced to vetract, We have no hope of an
cqually prompt detection in the case be fore us.
Dut we do not think the last denial one whit
niure honest or more trusiworthy than the fiest,
Tn faet, the @ weon’s denials are uonderstood to
amuent to uothing more than pleas of “nol
guilly © which the humanity of our laws ge-
cures o gvery culprit. 1t will go on de-
nying ol denying, just as pickpockets plead
inuceence every time they are sent to prison.
and will grow in unblushing impudence as the
number wind diggrace ol its convietions become
moye notorions,

We huve not the smallest doubt that ths
Uhione e veally the organ of all the corrupt
andd speils legislation which has been maturing
wl Washington during the last few weeks, and
ig now producing itself in the shape of patont
extensicns, tailrond schemes, and other mo-
nopolies.  We feel perfectly eertain that
the  publication of the first letter which
appeared in its columns ow the subject of Mr,
Celt's wpplication for & renewal of his patent
arcec from n desire on the part of the Uaion to
farther the interests of Mr. Colt ; also. that
the gecond communication, adverse to Lis bill,
was published in that paper with the sole view
of getting it out of the serape and furnishing o
reply to our churge that the Crnion was the
organ of the putentees; alzo. that the statement
in its lust issue, that it * has not investigated ”
and has not “expressed itself in favor™ of Colt's
patent. ave totally at variance with the trath
Now. the public has o broad issue bet ween onr
selves and the Union.  The history of the Moxi-
cair treaty will aid them in deeiding which of
the two I= entitled to the geeater coulidence

We wigh it to be distinetly nndorstood Lo
we are not opposed to n renewal of Mr. Colt'’s
patent.  We believe Mr. Colt to be a desvrving
man, and we know his arm to be one of areat
merit nnd extensive application. Al that his nd-
voentes urge in his favor is likely to be true, But
we are irrevocably and irremovably opposed to
any thing like special legislation for benefitting
individuals at the expense of the community.
We eee no warrant and no necessity for the ex-
tension of any patent rights by act of Congross,
That body hne provided a plain stralghtforward
way for ensuring to inveators o proper rewand
for their labors. Hitherto that system has bosn
found to work satisfactorily and hurmoniously,
Under it inventors are entitled to secure nmole
rewmuncation for the service they render
to the world, elther by excreising  thele
patent rights for o eiogle term of fouricen
years only, or.in the case where the profits
thus galued should prove foadequate, by a
further extension of thelr monopoly for zoven
years, Now, il this system not found
to work well, we most sssutedly wlie rit. We
st dismizs the Commissioner of Patents
il he discharges his duty in sa louclicient or
improper manner, or we must modify or ropeal
the luw if it does not attain the objects i was
futended to secure, viz.: the remuneration of
inventors and the protection of the public. 1Ir
the gentlemen who are now pressing special
bills on the notice of Congress can estahlish
either of these facts, this is the course they are
bound 1o pursae. But to pretend to appwal
from the decision of the Commissioner of "4
tents to Congress, without impugning either
that oficer or the law under which he acte, o))
pears to ug as mischievous as it wonld Lo
allow a defented litigant in the Ualted Siates
Supreme Court to carry his case before U0y
groes as o last resource, Weare therelore veu -
dedly opposed to the passage of any spocial Lills
through Congress for the purpose of renewal of
patents or any other monopolies which fullal
to oltaln a rencwal 'mct the cstublisbed
statutes.

These are our views. Il the Union intondod

to couvey similar oves in the long columus

together, and we hope it will do its best to

earry out our common convictions.  In the be

lief that, after all, we may -possibly yet be

found on the same gide in the controversy, we
will give the Union some advice. Let it get
rid of its habit of using coarse language.
People may differ from it in opinion without
being either “loatheome™” or “polluted.”
These are figures of speech which none
but ill-bred men or very youthful rhetoricians
ever use. They add no strength to an argu-
ment, and, it we may be allowed to speak from
our own experience, are not very telling wea-
pons in & controversy. If the Union were a
little more abstemions in this respect, and trisd
the cffect of occasional flashes of truth, it would
be o mork formidable debster. Of course we
only offer these hints because we funcy the
Union is going to advocate some views which
we share, We shonld not have thought of
complaining of the systematic abuse which the
Union hae showered upon our paper and our
person during the last few months. We think
we can safely eay that the incessant stream of
calumny and bard worde—original and selected
—with which the Union has visited our misde-
meanors, has never once provoked us to retort
upon old General Armstrong, the principal
proprietor of that paper, or Nicholson, the prin-
cipal editor.. How they wonld like to be called
“vogabonds” and * polluted wretches,” &o..
&e., day after day, we cannot say. Whatever
feelings such a course on the part of the official

organ might arouse in their breasts, were they 1

in onr position, and we in theirs, they would
doubtless set less value on the abuse lavished on
them if they had in their pockets o full refuta-
tion of the slunders, and a full vindieation of
their character from no leas an aunthority than
he President of the United States.

The Pennsylvania Insurrection,

In the teeth of an outery that would have ap-
palled most fuctions our neighbors in Pennsyl-
vania are etill porsning their lawless career
and seeking yet further deptbe of infamy. We
recorded a few days since the destruction of
geveral Lridges by the modest and refined ladies
ot Erie. We have now to draw public notice to
the passage through the Pennsylvania Senate
of the bill vepealing the charter of the Frank-
lin Canal Company, Should that bill receive
the sanetion of the Hounse of Representutives
and the Governor, it wonld deprive the railroad
company of the only suthority under which
they are acting, uud would definitely close the
contest hy securing the vietory to the people of
Erje. Judging from the unanimons vote by
which the bill pagsed the Senate. It would ap-
pear that little doubt con be entertained of its
reception iy the other branch of the Legisla-
ture. The true Pennsylvanian spirit is obvi-
ouely roused. and we must now expect from
thence surpassing efforts in the way of mean-
ness and narrow-mindedness. Like all races
which bave aimed at being exclusive, shutting
themselves out from their ueighbors. and
steadily intermarrying among themselves
there is no doubt that the last century hes
effected & very serione deterioration in the in-
babitante of Ponnsylvania. We should look in
vain to-day lor any of that large and liberal
spiril which warmed the bosoms of their fore-
fatbors of the Revolotionary era: petty, local,
eclfish eravings afrer gain, have choked it long
siuce.

Still. in epite of the plain indications afford-
e¢d by these ficte, we are lonth to be-
leve that the Legislature of Penusylvania
will yet crose the Rubicon, and declare
open war - upon the United States, by
repraling the Franklin Canal Company’s char
ter.  Blinded as our ueighbors seem to be by
prejudice, and eager as they have shown them-
selves to injure New York. we can hardly bring
ourselyes to expeet that they will place on re-
cord €0 diegraceful a memento of narrow-mind-
ed seltishness.  We speak not on behalf of the
comymny. nor seek to lay strees on the private
injustice involved in the sudden repeal of a
charter in fall faith, on which large sums of
money bave been experded and large worl.s
uudertoken. The Franklin Canal Company
must bear the penalty of having relied on sueh
a body as the Pennsylvania Legislature, The
injury doné {o them is the smallest of the
wrongs involved in the repeal of their charter,
It is the principle embodied in that repeal which
we regard as an indellible stain of the Penn-
sylvanian esentelicon—a priveiple which states
in broad terms that the people of the East anl
the people of the Wesi ghall bave no thorough-
fare through Pennsylvania unloss they consent
to pay toll on their way. Like Rob Roy in his
Highland defile, the people of Erfe intercept
passengers on their journey, and refuse to si-
low them to proeeed till the accustomed hlack-.
mail i paid. In this attitude the pirates and
highwaymen are sustained by their government.
The Senate approves the bold outlaws; and ere
long we may hear of the Governor awarding
them the same protection which feudal lords.
for private reasons, used formerly to extend to
felous of a similar tamp. In plain words, the
enactment of the law which has just passed the
Senate of Pennsylvanin will establish that the
people of that State will not allow a road to be
built within their borders unless the predatory
propensities of the people of Erie are cared fur
in the act. Thie will, to our mind, be the first
instance in which a State has refused to permit
private individuals to improve its internal com-
munications from o sordid fear that rapidity of
iravel would diminish the consumption of vic-
tuals by passengers on the way.

Should the Legislature of Pennsylvania, how-
erer, be bent on repealing the charter, the rest
of the country ought to look around at omce
and examine the measures such an unparalleled
outrage would require us to take, Anemphatic
declaration by Pennsylvania, * that the East
and West shall not communicate through her
borders withoiit paying toll,” clearly amounts
to & declaration of hostilities ngainst the Union,
We expect no army to cross the border. and re-
commend no fortifications to be erected; but,
practically. the course pursued by Pennsylva-
nia is an overt act of war just as much as a
refueal to allow our veesel: to unload in her
porte would be.  An abeolute injury is inflicted
on the whole East and West—an injury probably
greater in its resulte than the effects of o fow
mouths war. These aggressions afford an am-
ple justification for stringent measures. Both
us an example for the future nnd a punishment
for Penneylvania, it is but right that the United
States should reteliate upon their rebellious
sister. Two measures would probably effect
the deeired end and bring Pennsylvania to her
genses.  One i3 the removal of the Mint
from Philadelplia to New York; the other
the repeal of (he. protcetive duty on iron.
The former bhas been long required by the
intereste of trade; the inconvenlevoe now
suffered by partiee here who receive large

engaged the attention of our leading men. The
insubordinstion and reckless disregard for the

interests of the Union now evinced by Pennsyl-

vania afford an excellent oppertunity of carry-

ing out this very uecessary change. Nor is it

legs obvious that Pennsylvania, which absolute

1y refuses to allow her neighbors even to cross

her borders without paying toll, shonld not he

allowed to levy a tax upon all of us for her pri-

vate benefit, Here have we been this many a

year paying six or seven millions ot dollars to

protect theiron works of that State. 1f is time

this was gtopped. If the iron works cannot sup-
port themselves to-day they should be abau-

doned; st all events, if we cannot be permitted

to travel from Buffalo to Cleveland witheut
paying toll at Erie we object to n continnance
of the protective system. We expect (he dele-
gatione fiom the North, Eastand West, to take
up these matters at once, and legislate, with
promptitude and vigor; nor can we doubt that
the South will gee the necessity of espousing
their couge with frankness and spirit.  *

The New Common Council-Terrible Cun-

ditlon of the COity.

We have now been nearly a month under the
reign of the mew “reform™ Common Couneil,
and the actmal condition of the clty has been
growing daily woree and worse. What with
equabbling for offices, and making refbrm
specches for Buncombe, the material every day
interests of the city have altogesher received
the go-by. Every body is engaged in strog-
gling for & little popularity, or clutching av a
portion of the spoils, while the city is left to
take care of iteelf. The cstimates of expundi-
ture for the present year alrcady amount to
over four millione of dollars; and on Monday
evening eeveral Aldermen objected (o the pas-
sage of the Comptroller's budget on the ground
that it was not large enough, and must be in-
creased in gome important items. Alderman
Herrick, among others, ingenuously confeseed
that if the Board would grant them a tew days
more he would undertake to swell the bill at
least fifty thousand dollars on the single appro-
priation for gae. The budget, as thus increased,
wae ndopted last evening: but we doubt not
that the pious and patrioiic example of Mr.
Herrick will be emulated by other members in
the course of fts diccussion, so that by the
time the appropriation bill pasees it will pro-
bably reach five millions.

Now, the firet end and aim of the Common
Council is to sce that this sgug little sum of
five millions is properly applied ; and to secure
so desirable an object every body of course
tries to get as much as possible of It into his
own bands, To one who ‘“knows the ropes”
the meetings of the new Council thus far bave
presented only a series of struggles on all
hande to get control of the largest possible
amount of this famous five millions. Meanwhile
nobody cares about the city—noboly thinks of
the irterests of the public in any one par-
ticular. The humbugged inhabitants are
doomed litefally to wallow tbrough mud and
filth for the want of scavengers—to run the
risk of breaking their necks down cellar traps
and building caves—to be liable to be insulted
and beaten in omnibueses and cars—to be
knocked down and robbed in the public tho-
roughfares—and, altogether, to be worse pro-
teeted and worse cared for thun the trayetleps
through the pos es of the Rocky Mountains
at the rsame time that they are puying rhree
times as mnch in direct taxaiion as would suf*
fice to proeure a good and efiieient city govern
ment.

Yes. we confidontly assert that for two

millions & year competont and reaponsible
parties can be found who will undertake: t.
provide our city with a complete and eficient
administration of its afairs—to keep the streets
clean and the pavements in repair—to see that
the lamps are lighted and the public markets
rendered accessible and tolerable—to police the
whole city day and pight with good and faith-
ful men, who won’t run away at the first tap of
a club on the sidewalk—and to see that all the
other interesta of the city are faithfully and
promptly administered. In fact. two millions
is ample for all this; and of course the other
three millions, even if affuirs were properly ad-
ministered under the prescens régimé, would be,
ag they are, common public plunder for the
pald and sworn servants of the people.

This seems an enormous gum to be squan-
dered by the public officers of a single city,
even of the size and importance of New York.
But an examination into the way in which the
business of the city is condueted will at once
quench all setonishment.

For example: for the single item of the con§
mirsioners’ charges and counsellor’s fees in
opening new streets and avenues, &e., the city
bas paid for years pust at the rate of from
$40 000 to $100,000 a year for services that
ought to have been performed for one-fiftieth
part of that sum, The process of that swindle
is thig:—On the opening of a street or avenus
the Counsel for the Corporation applies to the
Supreme Court for three commissioners for that
particular job. These commissioners receive
four dollars a day for appraisiog and assessing
the value of the land which is to be occupied
by the proposed improvement. They hire a
1oom, a set of clerke, buy u large quantity o”
etationery. (which proves anything but station-
ary,) employ s surveyor, hire carriages. mes-
sengers, and the Lord knows what and get
themselves quietly down for a nice fat job—the
corporation counsel being, of course, retained at
a winging fee of £600 to $1.000 for each affair.
The arrangements being thus completed. our
commissioners meet cevery morning at the
nearest oyster cellar or public house, take a
drink all round at the expense of the corpora-
tion, and adjourn over to next day. This goes
on for a period of time averaging from five
monthe to two years, for labor which eould
have been thoroughly performed in from three
days to a week. Indue time the acconat is
presented to the Supreme Conrt—the judge hns
no time to attend to it, or 1s perhaps con-
veniently out of town—and so the clerk audits
the account, certifies to its being correet, and
the money s paid over.

We are aware that statements implying such
unmitigated rascality as this are unworthy of
attention mnless supported by special in-
stances, and we therefore give enough from
our notes and data o show that we know what
we are about, and that these allegations are not
lightly brought. In the case of opening Seventh
avenue the assegsment of real estale was
$48000, and the costs of the commissioners
and corporation attorney for the job were
§15500. The eharges of the commissioners
and conngel in the ease of the Tleveath
avepue were over $§9000. The Fourth
avenme cost §33.333 for commissioners’ and
counsellor’s fees and expenses alone ; and

¥ ou. In one caee, that of extending 125th

which it devotes to the subject, then we stand | quantities of gold from beyond sea lndmob‘.l!g-i street, at Harlem, for about three blocks, g}
ed tosend it to Philadelphia to be colned has long 1

assessment for property waa only $1—the ownd
ers of the real estate having given the land for
nothing—while the fees of connsel and commis«
sloners amonnted at first to $2.750. This, hows
ever, being rejected by the court, another efforf
was made by taking into the proposed improve=
wment & portion of the strest which had beenm
already open for many years—and this time the
costs swelled to $3.081. If this is not alrcady
poid we advise an immediate settlement, foe
there is no telling what it will amount to in &
few mounths longer. Senator Whitney, frome
this city, bas recently introduced a bill pro-
bibiting the Counsel of the Corporation from re-
ceiving fees in any case of opening streets and
avenues ; and although this functionary, as we
understand, has gone to Albany with o squad
of friends and dependants for the purpose of dee
feating the passage of the bill, yet we trast thag
the Legislature will not be champagned or bam
hoozled into defeating or negleeting this sala-
tary measare. It is troe that it stous up but
one leakhole ; but when weare at sea in a gale,
with the piston-rod broken and the gallant ship
foundering, any relief is vitally welcome.

We have, however, very little serious hopa
of the paseage of this bill. as a majority of the
New York city delegation in the Legislature
bave heen too well drilled in the part they arg
to play, to permit any real retrenchment to take
place in the administrution of the affairs of the
city. DBeeides, schemes of personal interest
and sggrandizement are pressing upon them
from every quarter, and cceupying «1! their
time and attention. Amongst othera we learm
that a delegation is now in Albany, headed by
an editor of a particulurly raformative Wall
street journal, to log-roll a bill through the
present Leglslature nuthorizing the ity of
New York to issue £2.000,000 of stock, in the
shape of a loan. to pay off the debts aod Habili-
ties ineurred by the law of 1843 anthorizing
the corporation to buy in the real estate for-
feited for non-payment of taxes, which law
was subeequently set aside by Judge Hidmonds
and the decision sustained by the Court of Ap-
peals.  This nice little plumb pudding of
£2,000,000 is anxionzly watched in th~ eook-
ing, and everybody expects to get a handsome
elice. Dut we ehall see how far the members
from the othier parts of the State will permit
themselves to be hnmbugged and hoodwinked
by the Peter Funk lobby members from New
York city and their hungry friends.

Terripre Coxvrrioy or New York —What
is the condition of our city—its sticcts, ite
avernes, its markets, its wharvee, its side-
walks! With all cur boasted prosperity
and refinement—our palatial hotels, where
our republican ladies and gentlemen, for
three dollars o day and extras, sit at tables
and march through saloons and ecorridors
that shame the Louvre and Versailles—
the moment you venturc out of doors you
are painfully reminded that youn are in the
worst governed, the most unsafe, tha filthiest
and most uncomfurtable city in the world, If
you get into an omnibus you will be coolly de-
tained by the driver until his vehiele is full, and
then you will run the ri<k of baving your pocket
picked, or,if you are a lady, of being grossly ine
sulted by some druvken rowdy., Venture intos
rail-car, and you find yoursclf etanding squeezed
like a red herring in a box among fifty or six-
ty people ina car intended only for twenty or
thirty. Here you are trampled on. apit on by
tobaceo-chewers and suifoeated with the fames
of dirty bodies and whiskey-swilliog stomnchs:
To avoid all these, go out on foot, and the first
thing you will encounier will be the prepara-
tions for a new building, wlich entirely ocoupy
the sidewalk and extend half across the street,
compelling you to wade through the mad round
a brick-pile at the risk of being knocked down
by a democratic cab-driver or having the pole
of an omnibus driven throngh your body. As
to those immaculate policemen, with th eir uni-
form blue surtouts and gold buttons and stars,
we have read of them, but we have not yet
heard of the lucky individual who has scen
them.

In the lower part of the city, and even in
Broadway itself, the mud and filth of the
strects are at this moment frightlul--ineon-
ceivable. Complaints arc daily pouring into
the office of the Chief of Police, who
can do nothing but hand them over to the
Street Commissionor. e will do nothing, be«
eduge the streets are to be cleaned by contract,
and he has nopower iu the premises. The May-
or can do nothing—the heads of the exacutive
departments shoulder the responsibility from.
one to the other, until at last it is tumbled in-
tothe mud and disappears; and the Common
Council wastes ita tine and the people’s money
in manauvring to see who shall get the first
grab at those five millions of public plunder
looming so temptingly in the distance.

What is the key to all this mischiel? Simply
this: there is no responsibility anywhere—and
without direct responsibility no good govern-
ment is possible. Every year's experience is
pressing upon us with irresistible force the con-
viction that, to have a good and efficieat city
government, enpreme power a8 well as so-
preme  responsibility must be vested in a
single department or o single jodividual.
We donw't care who ikis individusl may
be. nor what his office is called, so that he
is honest, vigorous, and is vested with absolute
power to carry summarily into effect those daily
and hourly functions of government upon which
the health, clcauliness, aund good order of the
vity depend. All patchwork petty legislation,
even by men ten times abler than any Common
Council that ever did®or is likely to exist. only
frets apd irritates the sore and exhausts the
strength of the patient. We must have an ont-
and-out reform—a reform in the whole strac-
ture and theory of our city government—a re-
form that will sweep away all these innumera-
ble departments and powers, responsible Lo no-
bedy but themselves, and jealous only as to
who shall secure the greatest amount of publie
plander, and in their place erect, on n broad
mad firm hasis, & gingle massive, simple system
of practical government, clothed with absolute
power and charged with Infinite responsibility.

Koszra axp s Frosps — Martin Konsts, o Hangse
rlsm, epos whoce aboulders two men (Commaader Ing
frakam ant Seorots: y Ma:oy) Eaverisen to feme, whisly
hey ook pevor have otherw #e achlavid, Ja nuw in this
city, whe:e e ban teea living for some tiwe peet on the
eharity of scme of hin sxiled oo patclots, Ty wen® to
Earops to ;ecuze, it possible, comething from the wreck
of his family estate, bot befers he comnld do re be waa
reited at Smyras, | berated, and sent M to Amaries  He
‘anded st Boston wilhout n cect  He was ‘expressed’ (0
Washiogtem, where Maryy was (1wl to know (ha' be was
iree, and bluted to him that it would be well s.00gh for
him to go about bis burizers  He returned fo Naw York,
having tren obiiged 1o bosraw 1Semonny for his axpenses
irema sorte foreign frlea’s &' Weslisgten, He bad left
bin truvks in Bostow, srd was aga's obliged to borrow
woney with which 10 cbiain thom. He seoured bis tranks,
sol oo took wp Lis raddeoss sith & hospiteble Gers
man st Brocklyn. He bsa made many applicationd fop




